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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 12,853 NA 13,614 1,056
1940 11,536 NA 9,581 580
1945 14,788 NA 12,115  717
1950 14,968 6,874  7,924 1,180
1954 14,041 5,609 5,121 875
1959  9,800 3,376 4,202 361
1964 5,289 1,675 3,597 188
1969 5,701 1,001 1,387 363
1974 3,824 685 308 30
1978 2,577 624 185 85
1982 2,498 441 35 251
1987 1,602 238 (D) 94
1992 1,515 (D) 110 (D)
1997 1,667 (D) 44 124

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 121 151 198

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold (D) 2,068 4,909
Grains (D) ---- 70
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage (D) ---- (D)
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 154 (D) 141
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) 44
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 3,198 1,764 4,647
Forest Products Sold (D) 44 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold (D) 990 1,000

Poultry and products 5 (D) (D)
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves (D) 371 480
Hogs and pigs ---- ---- (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and          
 products (D) 83 64

Total income from sales: 5,040 3,058 5,909

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: ---- (D) (D)

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 44 65 50 20 3 3 1 186
1978 58 44 53 25 5 ---- 2 187
1982 75 91 48 24 3 1 1 242
1987 70 76 34 14 3 1 1 198
1992 46 51 31 18 4 1 1 151

1997 31 42 31 12 3 2 ---- 121
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 68 61 52
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 130 90 69

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ---- 2 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 17 2 ----
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 41 18 17
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 53 49 33
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 35 38 35
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 52 42 36
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 54 57 58
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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FAIRFAX
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Fairfax County is located in the extreme northeastern part of
Virginia.  Most of the county is in the Piedmont Plateau, with a small
part of the eastern border falling in the coastal plain.  Formed in 1742
from part of Prince William, the county was named in honor of Lord
Fairfax.   Interestingly enough, Fairfax County was both the home
and burial place of George Washington.

 In 1997, land in farms in Fairfax County totaled 12,313
acres, or just 5 percent of the total county area of 253,168 acres.
According to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 121 farms
in the county, each averaging 102 acres in size and worth an
average of $375,186, including land and buildings. 

 The topography of Fairfax is gently rolling and cut by many
streams, resulting in narrow, shallow valleys.  The elevation varies
from near sea level along tidal marshes of the Potomac River to 520
feet in the west central part of the county.  All of the area is drained
by the Potomac River.  Temperatures for the area average 34
degrees in January and 76 degrees in July, while annual
precipitation averages 42 inches.  A frost-free growing period of
roughly 184 days extends from about April 21 to October 22.

Agriculture is an integral part of Fairfax’s economy. Nursery
and greenhouse producers accounted for 64 percent of all farm
receipts.  Forest products, formerly an important industry in the
county, have been on the decline for several years.

Because of its proximity to Washington, D. C.,  urban
development has been encroaching upon Fairfax County at a
phenomenal rate since World War II.  The county's population
jumped from 275,002 in 1960 to 596,901 in 1980  to a current
population of 818,584 in 1990.  The total gross personal income in
1990 was $23.7 billion, or an average of $28,999 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,001 141,538 107 35,170 13,503 28,681 6,976 NA 52,654
1940 1,484 123,909 115 33,107 7,924 29,988 NA NA NA
1945 1,788 127,915 194 35,782 5,149 12,766 26,887 NA 41,571
1950 1,656 110,285 356 27,311 7,649 20,882 8,265 NA 39,756
1954 1,159 89,432 633 21,385 3,855 16,804 9,133 NA 33,860
1959 428 62,291 754 14,996 2,603 11,184 9,273 NA 21,327
1964 218 32,369 1,389 10,000 1,185 3,009 4,580 861 3,887
1969 278 36,211 2,050 8,612 2,625 7,215 3,687 1,587 3,572
1974 2/ 186 22,053 2,536 5,919 555 3,990 2,918 779 2,465
1978 187 20,464 3,588 6,790 811 3,176 2,154 597 4,889
1982 242 17,605 5,359 4,699 930 2,928 2,152 792 3,779
1987 198 12,602 8,428 2,921 339 3,118 1,325 437 3,005
1992 151 15,714 4,724 1,675 475 2,829 1,572 335 5,830
1997 121 12,313 3,403 2,098 754 665 2,369 518 4,469
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.   2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 1,258 7,460 69,231 76,691 393 4,323 11,112 15,435
1940 737 5,274 30,452 35,726 421 2,897 6,060 8,957
1945 485 NA NA 18,238 149 NA NA 3,788
1950 808 2,906 15,980 18,886 442 2,058 4,246 6,304
1954* 161 2,846 6,408 9,254 95 885 1,645 2,530
1959* 40 888 1,032 1,920 21 281 2,575 2,856
1964* 9 316 127 443 5 81 1,512 1,593
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 6 48 (D) (D) 6 (D) (D) (D)
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 6 (D) (D) 288 3 (D) (D) (D)
1997 8 55 562 617 7 (D) 538 (D)

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,394 308,672 85 4,332 NA NA
1950 2/ 450 83,067 112 4,123 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 3,350 71 3,164 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 14 214 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 5 60 NA NA
1969 4/ 3 (D) ---- ---- 3 180
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 6 932
1978 5/ 4 70 2 (D) 7 424
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 9 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 242
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- 1 (D) 2 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.   ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 8,478 29.8 252,283 4,342 16.4 71,134 1,470 NA NA
1940 8,047 35.1 282,570 4,013 17.7 70,975 NA NA 896
1945 7,433 32.8 243,768 4,900 24.6 120,537 NA NA 824
1950 4,295 43.4 186,353 3,007 19.7 59,101 84 16.4 1,375
1954 2,660 36.8 97,951 1,743 25.1 43,729 37 10.5 387
1959 2/ 1,421 52.7 74,940 993 23.6 23,432 62 24.0 1,488
1964 454 46.3 21,019 545 27.0 14,708 12 24.0 288
1969 753 78.5 59,120 338 34.8 11,746 95 29.7 2,825
1974 960 72.7 69,830 291 34.7 10,101 (D) (D) (D)
1978 2,054 48.3 99,299 322 48.5 15,631 (D) (D) (D)
1982 1,045 77.8 81,330 78 45.1 3,520 (D) (D) (D)
1987 789 61.1 48,192 77 28.9 2,227 (D) (D) (D)
1992 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA
1997 11 60.0 660 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,047 406 10,179 264 6,125 200 2,157 575 53,620 60 8,701
1940 726 386 8,641 581 16,825 270 4,604 330 34,902 68 7,184
1945 845 540 13,896 758 20,839 318 4,802 205 13,901 49 5,199
1950 496 632 16,191 722 20,280 47 686 126 12,185 31 4,655
1954 367 614 19,712 948 30,577 65 1,141 78 8,388 46 4,343
1959 447 387 13,841 591 16,279 20 564 46 3,140 44 4,175
1964 205 132 4,109 351 11,494 6 173 4 250 24 2,514
1969 219 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 230 NA NA NA NA NA NA 13  653 1 75
1978 419 96 5,915 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) NA NA
1982 481 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 104 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 90 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 91 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 14,137 1,599 3,152 9,287 10,955 487 680
1940 13,936 1,042 2,017 8,766 10,345 785 826
1945 16,987 1,914 4,638 12,093 13,726 364 400
1950 16,551 1,903 4,758 12,677 16,361 385 409
1954 11,740 2,583 4,584 6,548 6,591 633 828
1959 9,719 1,710 4,245 5,944 8,833 143 156
1964 6,398 733 1,448 4,196 4,846 105 127
1969 5,560 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 3,695 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 2,972 516 1,039 1,945 2,548 (D) (D)
1982 2,360 274 575 1,662 2,746    NA    NA
1987 1,503 107 262 862 1,041 NA NA
1992 1,359 260 538 709 1,096 NA NA
1997 1,515 (D) (D) 1,307 2,706 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

FAIRFAX


